o R A T I o N, 

Helivered November 3d, ^.Xf. 5797» 
BY THE REO^UEST OF 

FELLOWSHIP LODGE, 

u BRIDGEWATER, 

AT THE 

CONSECRATION'oF the LODGE 

AND 

INSTALLATION of OFFICERSj 

IN THE PRESENCE OF THE 

GRAND LOD GE 

F RE E AND ACCEPTED MAS ONS 

IH T H B 

Commonwealth of Mafrachufetts, 

A ITD T H s 

GRAND LODGE 

O F THE 

State of Rh ode-Is e and. ■ 




By hector orr. 




Printcd by Samuei. Hall, No, jg^ Conihiil, Boston. 



Atameeling of Fellowship Lodge of Free aiid 
AccEPTEo Masowsj IH Briclgewater, Novcmber 3^ 

A* L- 5797. 

VOTED, 

That our Brothers Siv:eon Dunhar^ S. D. Danisl Ho'uj^ 
mrd> ?ii4 J^tifh Othy be a Committce to erpr^fs thc thanVs 
of ihe Lodge to the Right Worftiipfiil Hector Our for 
itfifr elegant und fublime Oration delivered tbis day» and 
requcil a copy of thc fame for the prefs. 

Tnic copy from thc Rf cords, 

Nahuu Mitchell^ Sec'y. 



To THE COMMITTEE OP 7HE IjODGE. 

Erkthilen, 
To gratify the wifhes of the Lodge you rcprefent has 
»lways been my ambition, and I cannot but acknowledgc 
tbeir civility in thc pr^fent infl^nce^ and ikali comply 
vith thcir regucft. 

I aiHj with every fentiment of efteem, 
your friend and brother, 

HSCTOK Ok%^ 
^rid^envater^ November ^fb. J797. 



AN 



O R A T I O N. 



WoRSHiPFUL Officers, and 

BrETHREN OF THE CrAFT, 
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ONVENED thisdayln the foleran 
temple erefted to the Supreme Archi- 
tcft of the univerfe, in conformity to antient 
cuftom of iiiflallation, let us here rcnew our 
vows, and enter into his courts with praife. 
As it is the place where his honor dwells, fo 
fct it be the place bf our delight j and by the 
facred flirine of religion, let us ereifl the altar 
of Mafonry, that Chriftianity may never be 
loft in the mafon, and a mafon never loft for 
the want of Chriftianity. 

The hiitoiy of Free Mafonry forms a moil 
interefting fubje6t for difcufTion, as it difplays 
the wifdoni of the Creatorj the force of genius, 
and the progrefs and decllne of the arts and 
fciences. It bears no impreflions of the hor- 
rors and calamities of war ; where lawful re- 
fiftance is made the fport of arbitrary dom- 
ination. Its pages are not ftained with cruel 
^rjd rancorous perfecutions ; where the honeft 
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believer mufi; abjure kis faith, or experieiic(? 
the tortures of thc inquirition. It is not, like 
other antient hiftor'ies, defaced with the ragc 
and violcnce of party fpirit, — wiili nnnatunl 
and inordinate pafHons, — with atheiftic infi- 
delity, nor the wanton hniles of libertinifm. 
But it is the herald of univerfkl peace and 
tranqTiiUity j and as it emanated from the beft 
affcdions of the human heart, fo, Hke an angel 
of love, it brings tidings of good will to 
li£N, Its ohje^t is the attainment of perfec- 
tionj and to make man the vijible irmge of the 

INVISIBLE ARCHITECT. 

In treading the backward path through ages 
long elapfed, curiofity ftands tiptoe at every 
ftep to defcry thofe unexp!ored mylteries, which- 
have baflled the refearches of the moft inqiiiii- 
tive mind. If it paufes but a inoment to view 
the furrounding piles of ruin, it muft lament 
the ravages of time, which has left but im- 
perfect veftiges of the bcautiful originals. The 
few' indelible traces that have furvived the 
general wreck are fo many monuments of hu- 
man ingenuity, 

The garden of Paradife was undoubtediy fa- 
vorable to the ftudy of nature ; but neceflity 
only, which was precluded fo ferene a cHme, 
could turn the mind to important difcoveries, 
and beneficial fpeculations. And the firft fpe- 
cimen of invention, we find upon record, that 
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originated there, was the fewing a few fig 
leaves together for an apron. 

So antient is the foundation of this myfte- 
rious icience, that it may be diftindly traced 
from the commencement of the world ; when 
light, order and proportion emerged from 
chaotic night, and the heterogeneous particles 
of niatter that compofe a univerfe. This cbim 
to antiquity is undlfputed; and collateral with its 
antiquity is the honorablenefs of the inftitution. 
The records of its infancy, when it was purely 
cperative^ have been cenfured for the admiffion 
of too much fidion and myftery ; but, as it 
quadrates with the manners of the age, it necds 
no apology. The fondnefs of the antients for 
allegory and metaphor gave to their writings 
the appearance of fable and romance j — ^but 
their foUy is the fchool of wifdom, ' 

Before we can obtain admittance into this 
facred retreat, over which prelides wisdom, 
TRUTH, and viRTUE, we muft be divefted of 
every thing, that tends to give offence — hy 
difcarding from our bofoms every turbulent 
paffion — baniflaing pride and raflinefs, fear and 
prejudice, hatred and flander, private piques 
and contentions — by refigning at the door our 
cares, and leaving behind us even the duft of 
our flioes ; that nothing more impure or cor- 
rupt than human nature might pafs the threfh- 
old of the Lodge. — And the firft l'tght we be- 
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hold is that, which defGended from HeaVcri to 
guide men in the path of tnith. 

Tlie government of a Lodge is as great a 
myftery, as mafonry itfelf. ThfC hope of re- 
ward, and the fear of punifhment, which are 
the foundation of all obedience in civil fociety, 
have no influence here. The hammer of the 
mafter efFeds nipre than the mofl fpecious 
promifes, or the comminatlon of the moft rig- 
orous puniflmient. Neither feniority nor birth, 
literary merit nor the moft dignified titles, 
eitiier ci\TJ, militaiy, or ecclefiaftical, recom- 
mend a mafon to an oiEce among the craft. 
The officers are neither chofen by the Lodge, 
nor hired, taken by lot nor fucceflion ; fcut the 
whole bufineis is fo managed as to unite all in 
the grand defign of being happy, and of com- 
municating redprocal happinefs. 

The mord charader of Mafonry is founded 
upon the irrefragable truths of geometry. The 
analogy is confpicuous to the attentive inqui- 
rer i and the ingenious and experienced craftf- 
man, whofe tools are fo many mementos of 
his moral obligations and duties, developes the 
whole fyilem of morality- Pride, -which dif- 
dains the Ihackles of reftraint, never allures 
him from the levei of his fellow creatures, nor 
the fafclnating cliarms of vice tempt him to 
deviate from the plumb line of redtitude and 
truth; In his intercourie with the world, he 
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is tp ad updn the fquare^ and to keep within 
compafe. He protrads the cirde of union, with- 
out diminiflilug his benevolence j and, work- 
ing by rule^ he fmooths the rugged path of life, 
;ind /3^'fj the enirance to the temj'le not 
joade witli hands. 

It is not the defign of the prcfent perform- 
ance to beftow extravagant encomiunis upon 
the inftitution of mafonry. The candid and 
the wife of every nation have been encouragers 
of the craft, through every grade in life, from 
the monarch on the throne to the honeft and in- 
duftriotis peafant that turns the glebe. A War- 
ren and a Franklin^ who are ftill alive in the me- 
mories of their fellow-citizens, and once flood 
high in their efteem and confidence, prefided 
over their refpecHve Lodges. But tlie nanae of 
Washington-, who facrificed the fweets of 
Vernon*s fhade to the calls of hig country, and 
braved the fiorm of war with a manJy £rmnefs 
that fat the world at defiance, gives more fub- 
fiantial importance to the Craft, than all that 
can be faid or written in its praife. 

The illiberal afperlions, which have teen 
beftowed,in all ages, upon the inftitution, have 
proceeded from ignorance, and a blgotted fyf- 
tem fpund^d by prejudice and an over heated 
imagination. We publilh to the world our 
CONSTITUTION, hijiory, char^es, addrejcs, iaivs, 
iind regulationsi which are fo many illuftrations 

of 
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of our profeflion, But fudi has been th6 force ' 
of fupcrftition and fcepticifm that the number 
is few, who bave refolutely dared to cultiV&t^ 
and prai^He our principles, compared ttt thofP 
■who have had a curiofity to difcover oat/ecrefs. 
Many would wafte away fruitiels hours to ob- 
tain clandefHnely, what might be knowniii|i| 
half that time, if they would read. Otherg 
ihut their eyes for fear of conviftion, aiid #Md 
rather luffer the iipputation of being ignorantj. 
than not cenfurc. But wc are fliielded from- 
the fheers of criticifm by the honefty of our iti^ 
tentions, and the appfobation of our own con- 
fcicnces- Thofe -who have the friendly fympat 
Xhj fecretly to approve, we have the magna- 
nimity publidy to commend. We dread not 
the fcrutiny of the candid, not are we afliamed 
to appeal to the good fenfe of the world for the 
goodneis of the principles we profefs, Jf we 
err, it procceds morc from a defed: in the head, 
than from a vicious heart. We boaft of no 
fuperiority in piety or knowledge to thofe who 
have not received mafonic light, but we profels 
to know what tliey do not. This knowledge 
is a tree bringing forth much fruit, and the day 
'we eat thereof our eyes are opemd ; — knowtng good 
from eviL The prohibition is di£tated by pru- 
dence and difcretion. — ^To the good and the 
great of all nations, languages and religion it is 
free, and they will always be accepted, 

■rhe 
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JThe good Ppinion of the world will be ever 
igratefuUy teceived ; but we ftiall not feek to 
ji,dli)tiih it By felf debafement, or a voluntary fac- 
HficC of our opinions. Being Free, we fliall 
itieVer. become the fubmiffive minions of any 
i^^ljhty defpot, or irrefolutely abandon the in- 
mblc; tights of our country. — rAs, we do 
infrmge upon the falutary laws of fociety, 
;:by .creating a ieparate intereft, we pity that de- 
graded piece of fpite, which has the effrontery to 
rfetien^iii' — As we touch not the facrednefs of 
P^ oiie S characler, we neither injure nor de- 
ignedly give offeEce.-r-r-And by making a bul- 
I^Biof .union, we retire to the Lodge, where 
we bury all national, political and ecclefiailical 
diftintftions, and riling fuperior to private pre- 
poiTeffions and local prejudlces, we blend our 
affe6:ions in the mutual endearments of broth- 
ERHOOD and charity. 

Our own country is to bear witnefs to our 

patriotifm 5 and our ready and cheerful actjui- 
efcence in the laws of the land will confound 
our adverfaries, and convince the worid of our 
deteilation of war, confpiracies and rebellions, 
The traitor and the bold aflafiin will not be 
Ihielded from the hand of juftice by feeking a 
refuge in the peaceful afylum for the virtuous 
and good. 

Worjhipful 
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Worjh'ipfid Officers, and 

Brethren of Fellowship Lodge, 

Let us give the worid fuch convincing proofs 
of the benefidal effects of our inftitution, by 
our economy, — :^ur indefatigable afliduity to 
our feveral occupations in lifc, — the conftmcyj 
fidelity, the ardor and warmth of our friend-* 
ihips, and the affability of our deportment when 
without the waJls of this favored retreat, as to 
filence the tongue of calumny, Cultivate cx-. 
teafive pUlanihropy^ difinterefted and compre- 
henfive benevolence and univerfal virtue ; thofe 
important branches of moral and focial good- 
nefe, and the diftinguifliing ornaments of the 
Craft. 

Having ability, without prejudice to your- 
lelves or private concerns, to give food and rai- 
ment to the hungry and naked j forget not 
amid the diffufion of your gifts the dlflrefred 
widow and hapleis orphan of a deceafed brother, 
Let theif iighs always find audience j and when 
they have unbofomed their neceflities, iet them 
not fue in vaip. Commiferate the unfortunate 
ftranger, whcre har4 fate has abandoned him 
to defpair. — Send ipeedy rehef to the necefli- 
tous, remembering that though your benevo- 
lence is more imraediately to be dire^ed to- 
wards the fraternity, yet it is never to be ab- 
llra(?led on account of thefe engagcments from 
the grcat family of mankind. — ^Wipe the tear 
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of forro^ from the difconfolate eyc, and bind 
up the wounds, and pour comfort into the 
heart of him, -wliom the hand of God has fo 
bFuifed. Thefe are among the good works, 
which your religton andyourprofeffion enjoin. 

However lavifh you may be of the favbrs of 
fortune, be fparing of the honors of Mafonry. 
Degrade not the inftitution through avarlce or 
a vain defire to enlarge the circle of your friend- 
fliip ; for nierit only, not numbersj can give re- 
fpeftability. By a refolute and undeviating 
perfeverance 'm the praclice of this beUef, we 
fhall be enabled to tranfmit it to our fiicceffors 
as an obje£t worthy of their attention. 

Finally, Brethren, be ye all of one mind, Fwe 
in pace^ and may the God of love and peace deligbt 
to dwell, v:ith and io blefs you. 




• Vsee'lHg^^etf^"* 



